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Website to aid
senior citizens
launched

TIMES MEWS NETWORE

Mumbai: RTI activist
Shailesh Gandhi on Thursday
maugurated Silver Innings.
a website dedicated to ad-
dressing the concerns of sen-
10T citizens.

The wehsite was started by
four activists—three from
Mumbai and onefrom Paris
who are lobbying for the care
af the elderly It hosts ssctions
an health and medical 1ssues,
relationships, finance, laws,
hobbies, helplines, coun-
=@a]ling services and homes for
the aged.

John F Thattil. regional di-
rector (west) of HelpAge In-
dia, said that senior citizens
constituted 7.5% of the total
population in 2000 and that the
num ber was expected toshoot
up to 20%, by 2060, “This web-
aite 15 a new beginning for our
elders. It harnesses the mod-
ern and powerful medium of
the internet to help them not
only keep pace with the world.
but also network with each
other and bind them together
aon an unprecedented scale”™
=aid Thattil.

Gandhi =aid the website
was complementary to the RTI
moveEment as it was a one-stop
destination for information re-
lated to senior citizens, “We
have ==en that information in-
variably leads to empower-
ment. Ensuring that relevant
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facts reach senior citizens
through the modern and in-
teractive media will make life
much easier for them,™ said
Gandhi.

Sailesh Mishra, one of the
website's founders, said that
while there was no dearth of
NGO=working for wormen and
children. there were onlv few
organizations dedicated to the
needs of senior citizens. “We
ailm to ensure that ageing be-

Sailesh Mishra, one
of the website's
founders, said that
there were several
NGOs working for
women and children
but only few
organisations
dedicated to the
needs of senior
citizens

comes a positive, rewarding
experience by overcoming 1ts
challenges. Showing senior cit-
1zens the way to live with dig-
nity in their silver vears is im-
portant,” said Mishra.

The website will be a no-
profit, no-loss venture and
plans to get advertisementis
from companies that produce
coods for senior citizens.
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